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TRADITIONAL FINGERPOST RESTORATION UPDATE

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 This report seeks to inform the Local Committee of the progress made 
on the traditional fingerpost maintenance and restoration programme 
in the Eden area.

1.2 The restoration programme started in 2013, we are now in the 6th year 
of the program

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The information contained in The Department for Transport Traffic 
Advisory Leaflet Traditional Direction Signs (TAL6/05) highlights the 
need to maintain traditional fingerpost signs which make a very 
important contribution to the local character and identity of rural areas 
and support the delivery of Community Strategy and Council Plan 
priorities, which are

 To protect and enhance Cumbria’s world class environment

 To provide safe and well maintained roads and an effective 
transport network

2.2 No significant equality implications have been identified at this stage

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That the Local Committee notes the contents of this report.



4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Traditional highway fingerposts form an important feature of the identity and 
character of the local community. They are, when maintained, an attractive 
piece of street furniture which generate positive remarks from residents and 
visitors alike.

4.2 There are two main types of traditional fingerpost in Eden, those located in 
the former county of Cumberland which comprise a substantial cast iron post 
painted black and white with cast iron direction fingers painted white with 
raised black text.

4.3 Those located in the former county of Westmorland which are of a lighter 
construction with a smaller diameter post and often distinctively shaped flat 
direction fingers, painted white with black text. Some carry a crown finial on 
top of the post.

4.4 The Department for Transport published a Traffic Advisory Leaflet 
Traditional Direction Signs (6/05) giving advice on the repair and 
conservation of existing traditional fingerposts, and guidance on their 
reintroduction in appropriate locations. This guidance recommends retaining 
sign posts wherever possible and repainting fingerpost signs every 5 years.

4.5 In 2013 Eden local Committee agreed to carry out a 5 year  programme of 
repair and renovation of Eden’s traditional fingerpost signs. A budget of 
£20,000 per year has been allocated for this work.  Appendix A lists the 
location of the known fingerpost signs at that time and assigned a condition 
score and estimated cost to renovate each sign.

4.6 Once all the fingerposts have been renovated the Local Committee will need 
to consider a rolling programme of repainting which will ensure that each 
fingerpost is repainted once every 5 years.

4.7 Since 2013 Cumbria County Council is estimated to have directly renovated 
in excess of 50 fingerpost signs.  In addition, we have worked in partnership 
with Parish Councils who have made their own arrangements for the 
renovation of fingerposts within the County. However, there are many 
fingerposts which still require renovation and we are discovering more all the 
time.

4.8 The photographs contained in Appendix B show examples of both the 
Cumberland and Westmorland styles of traditional fingerpost before and 
after their repair and renovation.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 None this report is for information only.



6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There are no resource and value for money implications arising from this 
report as it is for information only.

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 There are no legal implications arising from this report.

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 Traditional fingerpost signs form an important part of the heritage of an area 
and make a positive contribution to the local landscape.  This view is 
supported by the DfT in its TAL 6/05.  

8.2 Eden Local Committee has made a commitment to refurbish its traditional 
signs.  Work done to date and shown in the appendices to this report 
demonstrates the high standard to which this work has been carried out and 
is greatly appreciated by local communities.

Dominic Donnini
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure
July 2018

APPENDICES

No appendices

Electoral Division(s): All Eden Divisions except Penrith East and Penrith West

*  Please remove whichever option is not applicable

Executive Decision No

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? N/A

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

N/AHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

N/AHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?



N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 
expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained.

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY

Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers.
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